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Up, down, flying around, 
Looping the loop without  

leaving the ground. 

Joe, John and Robin enjoy the autumn weather at Levin last Sunday 

Bob Burling Memorial Levin Vintage Event 
8 and 9 May,  9.30am Start 

Tararua Road Flying Site 

BBQ lunch with all profits to the  
Lifeflight Rescue Helicopter. 



Levin Model Aeroplane Club Inc 
Annual General Meeting 

All welcome, this is your chance to have 
your say on the direction of your club. 
Sunday 2 May, 10 am at the field. 

 

 

8 & 9 May 2021 - Bob Burling Memorial 
25 & 26 September 2021 - John Selby Memorial 

Vintage 
Events  

In Levin 

All Members of our club 
and other  

model flying clubs are most  
welcome to enjoy a coffee 

and chat  
each  

Wednesday 9.30am  
 

Columbus Coffee  
Café, Mitre 10,  

Featherston Street,      
Palmerston North. 

COFFEE  

MORNINGS 

Midweek flying is every Tuesday with the 
reserve day being Thursday,  

following  
exceptions to this are: 

Monday, June 7 - Queens Birthday,       
becomes midweek flying day. 

Monday, October 25 - Labour Day,        
becomes midweek flying day. 

Monday, Dec 27 - Christmas Day stat holi-
day observed,  becomes  midweek flying day 

Our midweek flying policy has when stat 
holiday are observed on a Monday or any 
other day during the week this    becomes 
the midweek flying day, this allows those 

members who are still  
working the opportunity to have a fly      

midweek. 

Palmerston North Aeroneers, Fly Days 2021 
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Saturday 
May 29  

 

10 am  
Onwards 

 
Come along and check 

them out. 

Levin 
Club AGM 

BBQ lunch with all profits to the Lifeflight Rescue Helicopter. 

 2 May — 2 Metre gliders 
9 May — Vintage and Tomboy 

16 May — Radian 



April’s clubnight was a pretty small affair and we 
took the opportunity to have a ‘round table’          
discussion about the club’s future, the problems with 
attracting new members, and tried coming up with 
some solutions.  
 
It was suggested a ‘subsidy scheme’ for new fliers 
might help and this will be fine tuned by the       
committee. We will invite the Manawatu Model     
Engineers to a future meeting at which time I really 
want to see a good turnout of our members, I will 
offer them a couple of dates so we fit in with their       
calendar too. I propose a show and tell, and a      
simulator to give the engineers a model flying      
experience. Details will be made available as soon as 
I have a commitment from the Model Engineers. 
 
A comment I heard a couple of times at the meeting 
was to the effect of what a new member can get out 
of the club for their money. A club; any club, is not a 
provider of services, and you get out what you put 
in. The club fees cover a couple of pretty hefty 
items; the public liability insurance, and the cost of 
the field. Other than that, clubs are about shared 
experience, knowledge and camaraderie. We need to 

encourage new members, to share in these things, 
not to have them supplied. 
 
August 7th is a Clubs Open Day in Te Manawa at 
which we will be represented. My intention for this is 
on ‘Introduction to Model Flying’ and our display will 
be focused on the idea that starting out model flying 
is not particularly costly, and not difficult. I intend 
having simulators and a few models to support this. 
Very soon I will be meeting with Te Manawa to see 
how much space we can have. The public time is 
10am to 2pm; not very long and I will be seeking 
some help on the day. 
 
I took the time over ANZAC Weekend to get some 
building done, seeing as flying was out of the     
question, and I was on my own. . . The Eclipse     
pattern machine is now ready for paint having lan-
guished for several years. I always struggle with 
coming up with an original design, I’m much more 
comfortable with scale rather than freelance , but we 
will see how it goes. First rule is to use some of the 
film I have in stock rather than buy more. 
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Maurice Job 

PNA Fly Days — May 2021 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

31     1 

 

2 
2 m glider Comps 

+ general flying 

3 

 
4 

Mid week 

flying 

5 

Coffee 

morning 

6 

Mid week  

Reserve day 

7 8 Bob Burling  

Memorial Vintage, 

Levin, Sat & Sun. 

9 
Vintage/Tomboy 
Comps + general 

flying 

10 11 

Mid week  

flying 

12 

Coffee 

morning 

13 

Mid week  

Reserve day 

14 
 

15 

 

16 
Radian Comps + 

general flying 

17 18 

Mid week  

flying 

19 

Coffee 

morning 

20 

Mid week  

Reserve day 

21 22 

 

23 
General flying 

24 

 
25 

Mid week  

flying 

26 

Coffee 

morning 

27 

Mid week 

Reserve day 

28 29 30 

General flying 



 

President’s 

Report, Levin 
 

Joe Bradbury 
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This year is going fast and our AGM is this Sunday, 
so don't be shy and come along .  If the weather is 
nice, which it always is in Levin, the AGM will be held 
outside again.  We are looking for new committee 
members to keep our great little club running 
smoothly.  These jobs are not hard so do give it 
some thought. 
 
Thanks to everyone for their support this past 
year.  I will be stepping down from my president 
position and let someone else have a go.  I am still 
happy to be wings badge tester, lawn mower fixer, 
and rabbit hunter . 

One of our club members made a suggestion about 
going out for a meal every now and then, just keep-
ing it simple and all the wom-
en folk can have a chance to 
meet each other and have a 
catch up as well.  Will talk 
more about this at AGM. 
 
Happy flying  Joe 

Have your sayHave your say  
Letters are always welcome, will be totally confidential if requested, and 

printed at editors discretion. Letter to Editor — click here 

Levin Model Aeroplane Club Inc 
Annual General Meeting  

to be held 10 am 2 May 2021. 
 

Agenda: 
Present: 
 

Apologies: 
 

Minutes of previous agm: 
 circulated so taken as read. 
 

Matters arising: 
 

Chairman’s report: 
 

Treasurer’s report: 
 

Secretary’s report: 
 

Election of Officers: 
Chairman - 
Secretary - 
Treasurer - 
Safety Officer - 
Trainers -  
(currently Mode 1, Joe Bradbury, Mode 2, George Brickell) 
Examiners -  
(currently Joe and George) 

 

Any other business: 

Ross —
you are 

snapped! 
 
Ross supplies a 
lot of photo-
graphs for this 
publication as 
well as others. 
 
Thank you. 

mailto:lindalambess@gmail.com?subject=Letter%20to%20editor


Well it looks like winter in finally on its way. I’m    
writing this at work with the rain pouring down     
outside, on the plus side the grass is growing back 
where we had the pool set up for summer in the 
back yard… 
  
We have a couple of new club members that have 
been utilising the club trainer which is good. 
  
I’ve missed my Tuesdays the last couple of weeks 
due to the amount of work on but hopefully can 
keep them going, as long as the paddock doesn’t get 
too boggy and shi**y with cow excrement. 

Only the one test fly this month which was a SPAD of 
Dads. It flew ok but then died. Found out that the 
clunk in the tank had decided to part ways with the 
tube so it was only using half a tank before getting 
starved of fuel and stopping. Dad has sorted that so 
will fly it again.  
 
It does beg the question, do we want to look at run-
ning SPAD comps again as there are quite a few 
around… 
  
See you at the field 
CC 

 
 

May 2021  —  Page 5 

Tama Randell 

Linda Lambess,  42 Manga Pirau Street, Waikawa Beach, 
Manakau 5573 

   lindalambess@gmail.com,  
landline: 06 3626446. mobile:  021 2106139 

From The Editors Desk 

This month we have to acknowledge the passing of  
another member of the Aeroneers. Dave Hopkins 
who sadly passed away on 4 February 2021. Dave 
had not renewed his membership last year due to ill 
health, however prior to that he was a keen modeller 
and enjoyed the companionship of the club.  The 
club have extended their condolences to his wife, 
Glyn and family. 
 

This month I have decided to run the events page on 
page two.  I seem to frequently hear “I didn’t know 
that was on” which indicates they don’t read Servo 
Chatter, they give up half way through with “this is 
all Palmy stuff or Levin stuff”, or it’s an excuse.    
Placing it on page two eliminates one of the reasons. 
 

Please remember also to check out the websites 
which are updated frequently.  
 

Levin members please try and turn up at the AGM 
tomorrow morning.  This is your chance to add your 
thoughts on where the club is and where you would 
like it to go.  Remember a club needs to operate like 
a business - and as Steve Jobs said, ‘great things in 
business are never done by one person, they’re done 

by a team of people.’  You as club members are the 
team! 
 

The Bob Burling Memorial Event is on in Levin on the 
8 and 9th.  Hoping one of the Levin team members 
will step up and cook the barbecue for us on the Sat-
urday as Ivan and I will be out of town.  If you can, 
flick me an email. We shall drop off everything in the 
clubhouse on our way out, just cook a few sausages 
and patties!  We will be there Sunday. Thanks. 
 

Looking forward to catching up with the Levin club 
members tomorrow and maybe some PNA vintage 
flyers on the 8th and 9th. 
 
Happy Landings, Linda 

Remember: When someone gives 
you their time, they are giving up a 

portion of their life that they will   
never get back, so please, don’t make 

them regret it. 

mailto:lindalambess@gmail.com?subject=cooking%20barbecue


Not a particularly bright and warm day and a little 
breezy for nice Tomboy flying, but three rounds 
were flown without incident. 
 
Flemming achieved the longest flight all three times - 
lightweight carbon fibre Tomboys should be banned, 

or we should impose a minimum weight? 
 
Terry scored the circle all three times.  Congratula-
tions Terry and thank you to Wayne for recording 
the results. 
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Event held 11 April 2021 
Results submitted by Bruce Woodfield 

Pilot Flight 1 Flight 2 Flight 3 
April 
 total 

Year to 
date 

Flemming Ravn 20 20 + 5 20 + 5  70 201 

Peter Vining 16 15 + 5 18 + 5  59 174 

Terry Lawless 13 + 5 13 + 5 16 + 5 57 162 

Bruce Woodfield 18 18 + 5 15 56 169 

Philip Pearpoint 15 16 14 + 5 50 157 

Greg Findon 14 14 13 + 5 46 97 

Next  
contest - 
9 May 
weather  

permitting 

Click on the links below for websites  
and camera with   

updates on events,  
field conditions etc, 

 
Aeroneers website 

 
Levin website     Levin camera 

PNA Club Fuel 

To all club members  
and their families  

celebrating a birthday,  
or special occasion  

this month  
enjoy your special day. 



Bruce McKay suffered a loss of      
control on takeoff during his 3rd flight 
and will probably be awarded the  
trophy for the shortest Vintage flight 
ever. 
 
Bruce, we hope the damage is not 
too great and you will be back for our 
May competition. 

 
May 2021  —  Page 7 

Event held 11 April 2021 
Results submitted by Philip Pearpoint 

Pilot Flight 2 Flight 3 Points Position Flight 1 

Tama Randell 2.56 +20 3.00 +20 588 1st 2.52 +20 

Phil Pearpoint 3.00 +20 2.58 +20 3.01 577 2nd 

Peter Vining 2.42 +20 3.04 +20 2.55 +20 573 3rd 

Brad Pearpoint 2.58 3.02 +20 555 4th 2.59 

Bruce Woodfield 2.34 3.09 +20 520 5th 2.55 

Greg Findon 3.10 +20 3.03 516 6th 2.29 

Flemming Ravn 2.33 2.45 492 7th 2.54 

Bruce McKay 3.01 +20 0.17 415 8th 2.59 +20 

 

Year to date Points 

Tama Randell 1752 

Phil Pearpoint 1736 

Peter Vining 1699 

Flemming Ravn 1628 

Bruce Woodfield 1617 

Bruce McKay 1597 

Brad Pearpoint 1134 

Greg Findon 1079 

James Burnside 728 

The next vintage event at Levin is the  
Bob Burling Memorial on 8 and 9 May, 2021.  

 Look forward to seeing you there on one or both days. 
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Event held 18 April 2021 
Results submitted by Greg Findon 

Pilot Points for April 

Bruce Woodfield 884 

Philip Pearpoint 816 

Bruce McKay 739 

Greg Findon 680 

Merv Matthews 190 

The Radian NDC/Club Competition was held on Sunday 18 
April.  Not the easiest of days for gliding, overcast with 
shifting wind direction and hardly any thermals were found. 
 

No-one reached the 7.00 minute flight time in any of their 
3 rounds, however all made the landing circle in one round. 
 

Unfortunately Merv Matthews lost the sight of his Radian 
during his second round and was unable to regain control 
before it made a solid landing, he was unable to compete 
in Round 3. 
 

A possible score for the 3 rounds and landing points is 
1410 

Next Round 16 May 

Pilot Year to date 

Philip Pearpoint 3272 

Bruce Woodfield 3255 

Bruce McKay 3068 

Greg Findon 2944 

Merv Matthews 1238 

Len Ruby 1118 

I 

was modifying my Radian, again, when 
the elevator horn broke.  I tested the 

remaining portion and discovered that it was very 
brittle.   I touched the rudder horn and it also       
disintegrated.  UV had irradiated them to             
destruction.   

 
Maybe check your 
Radian before its 
next outing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Later last year I finally got around 
to changing the incidence of the 
tailplane on my Radian     according 
to several posts on YouTube.  I had 
been skeptical for a long time be-
cause I imagined that if you tilt the 
tailplane up then the plane is going 
to dive steeply.  Being a slow learn-
er, it had taken me a long time to           
understand that to counter the 
down pitch one needs to bring the 
CG way back.  I had to add 35g of 
lead under my tilted tailplane to set 
the CG in the recommended 

place.  After a few flights I decided that my Radian 
was definitely flying longer and more stable, but he 
was still flying with a small amount of up elevator. 
 

I wondered how to bring the CG back a bit more, to 
level the tailplane, without adding more weight to 
the tail?  Hmmm - idea. I have now performed major 
surgery again on my Radian.  I pried off the lead 
from under the tail and moved the servos, also 35g, 
to the tail - see photo.  I pulled out the connecting 
rods and their plastic tubes and thus grounded an-
other 35g.  To compensate I moved the fuel cell to 
the back of the bomb bay where used to be the    
servos, moved the the speed controller back to 
where the fuel tank used to be and moved the re-
ceiver, the lightest item, into the front cockpit where 
it is better protected.  The CG is now in much the 
same place but my Radian is now 65g lighter.  I 
might have to add maybe ~15g to the tail to level 
the elevator, but my Radian will still be 5% lighter 
than he was last week.  Now for a test flight. 
 

Warning. Warning. 
 
From Bruce Woodfield. 
Attention all Radianeers  



There hasn’t been any Sailing/Boating activities on 
the water this month but I’m pleased to say that we 
have two new “Boatineers” join our ranks, David Leith 
from Levin and Bruce Withell a current                     
Aeroneers member.  
 
David has a Tug Boat kit currently in transit from    
England, a Canterbury “J” class yacht hull on its way  
from Christchurch and a Steam Launch on its way 
from Australia. He has already received the 2-cylinder 
steam engine from China that will be powering this 
vessel:  Welcome aboard David !!  
  
Bruce has purchased a partly built Canterbury “J” 
class yacht from Ross Biggar and hopefully will have 
it ready for summer time sailing on non flying days. 
Welcome aboard Bruce !! 
  
Ross Biggar has replaced that yacht with a completed 
EC-12 that he purchased off Trade Me. It is a lovely 
looking craft and is very fast on the water. 
  

 

The Boatineers Fleet now includes :  
  
5  Canterbury “J” Class Yachts  
2  EC-12's Yachts   
2  Vic Smead designed Marblehead Yachts  
1  Comtessa Yacht   
1  Joysway DragonFlight  95 Yacht   
1  Joysway DragonForce  65 Yacht  
2  Hurricane  1000  Beili  Yachts  
1  Catamaran  Yacht  
2  Jet Boats  
4  Steam driven ( Tug Boats and War Ships)  
1  Submarine  
Several other Large scale War Ships. 
  
All of the above vessels will feature in future            
issues of  “Servo Chatter”. 
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Any Members interested in joining our Boatineers SIG 
please contact me. Kevin Burrows  0274 368696 



AN OLD LADY AND THE BANK-TELLER 

An older lady headed to the bank to make a withdrawal. 

She handed her bank card to a bank cashier and said, "I would like to withdraw $10." 

The cashier told her, "For withdrawals less than $1 00 please use the ATM." 

The old lady wanted to know why. 

The cashier returned her bank card and irritably told her, "These are the rules. Please leave if there is no 
other matter. There is a line of customers behind you" 

The old lady remained silent for a few seconds, then handed the card back to the cashier and said, "Please 
help me withdraw all the money I have." 

The cashier was astonished when she checked the account balance. 

She nodded her head, leaned down and told her, "You have $500,000 in your account and the bank doesn't 

have that much cash currently. Could you make an appointment and come back tomorrow?" 

The old lady then asked how much she could withdraw immediately. 

The cashier told her any amount up to $3,000. 

"Well, please let me have $3,000 now" 

The cashier then angrily went back to the vault retrieved stacks of $20's and $1 0's and spent the next ten 
minutes counting out $3,000. 

"Is there anything else I can do for you today?", the teller asked sternly. 

The old lady put $10 in her purse and said, "Yes, I'd like to deposit $2,990 into my account." 

The moral of this tale ... Don't be difficult with old people, they spent a lifetime learning the skills. 
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Did you hear about the man 
who's making model boats 

in his attic? 
Sails are going through the 

roof. 
 
 

I recently bought a boat for 
a friend. 

I was pier pressured. 

Me behave!  

Seriously, as a child I saw Tarzan almost naked. Cinderella arrived home after midnight. Pinocchio told lies, 
Aladdin was a thief, Batman drove over 200 miles an hour, Snow White lived in a house with 7 men, Popeye 
smoked a pipe and had tattoos, Pac Man ran around to digital music while eating pills that enhanced his    
performance, and Shaggy and Scooby were mystery solving hippies that always had the munchies.  

The fault is not mine! 
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Cool, dull and breezy and the farmer had fenced off half of Modelport.  We 
set up the bungee to the South end of the runway which would have been 
enough in the strengthening wind.  We considered setting up the circle just 

Event held 4 April 2021 
Results submitted by Bruce Woodfield 

Next round 

2 May 
 

Weather permitting 

A Little  
Birdie Told Me: 

Pilot Year to 
date 

Wayne Bilham 1246 

Philip Pearpoint 1180 

Peter Vining 1146 

Flemming Ravn 1075 

Greg Findon 864 

Bruce Woodfield 758 

Bruce Withell 600 

TAKE 
CARE 
THIS  

WINTER 

 Decals of the  

Palmerston North  

Aeroneers Club Logo 
Water slide transfer 

Simple to apply, Long lasting. 

Order from Flemming Ravn,   

ravnf@outlook.com 
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To all club members who are celebrating  

any milestone,  
wedding anniversary,  

graduation,  
end of a long model build, anything to be proud of -  

 

congratulations. 

Lipo batteries 

do catch 

Congratulations 
Levin Webcam 

Hits 
1 May 2021 

 
 

      777   999   666   
2021 
Total 

(as at the above date) 

 
 

   222   333   555   666   

January 789 
February 771 
March 796 
April 560 

Please drive on the metalled tracks 
from gate to clubhouse. This will 

clear the grass from tracks and re-
duce mud later. 

The property owners have 
requested we keep the 

road gate closed— please 
respect this  

simple request. 

Palmerston North Aeroneers 
members. 

Remember 
Safety Is  

No  
Accident. 



President: Maurice Job 
Phone 021670689. president@aeroneers.com 
 

Treasurer: Greg Findon,  

Phone  06 3561571. treasurer@aeroneers.com 
 

Secretary: Tama Randell  

Phone 027 2920363. secretary@aeroneers.com 
 

Club Captain: Tama Randell,  

Phone 027 2920363. Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com 
 

Committee: 
Phil Pearpoint  - Phone 06 323 9093 

Len Ruby  -  

Bruce McKay 

Peter Vining 
 

 

Servo Chatter Editor and Website Updates: 
Linda Lambess, Phone 06 3626446, 021 2106139 

editor@aeroneers.com 

The views or ideas expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the club executive or committee. Every care is 
taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will not be responsible for the content of advertisements or any material contained  there-
in. The editor reserves the right of publication.   

THE COMMITTEE 

Club Email: aeroneers@aeroneers.com 
Club Flying Site: End of Spur Road West, Colyton. 

Club Website: www.aeroneers.com 
Club Facebook: Palmerston North Aeroneers 

Please pay any committee member or online to Westpac 
Account 03 1522 0020708 00 Palmerston North Aeroneers.   
Don’t forget to include your name in the details box. 
 
Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com to advise Greg of 
your payment. 
 
The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the NZMAA prior 
to March 25 to ensure all club members are covered by the 
MFNZ public liability insurance. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Palmerston North  
Aeroneers 
Club information 

President: Joe Bradbury, Phone 063645239, 

0274434948 
 

Secretary—Treasurer: Ivan Huntley  

Phone  06 3626446, 0212106138 

 

Safety Officer: George Bricknell. 

 

Servo Chatter Editor and Website Updates: 

Linda Lambess, Phone 06 3626446, 021 2106139 

levinmodelclub@gmail.com 

Club Email: levinmodelclub@gmail.com 
Club Flying Site: Lutz Road, off Tararua Rd, RD1, Levin  

Club Website: www.aeroneers.com 

Due March 2021 MFNZ LMAC 

Family $100 $30.00 

Senior $95 30.00 

Junior $25 30.00 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS THE COMMITTEE 

Levin Model Aeroplane Club 
Club information 
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Please pay any committee member or online to  
03 0667 0029143 000.   Don’t forget to include your 

name in the details box.  Please email  
levinmodelclub@gmail.com  

to advise Ivan of your payment. 

mailto:https://www.facebook.com/PalmerstonNorthAeroneers/
https://www.aeroneers.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PalmerstonNorthAeroneers/
mailto:treasurer@aeroneers.com
mailto:levinmodelclub@gmail.com
https://www.aeroneers.com/

